Role of interleukin-2-receptor-positive cells and natural killer cells on rejected liver grafts of rats.
We explored the subpopulation and distribution of infiltrating leukocytes in rejected liver grafts using an orthotopic liver transplantation model of rats. We obtained the following results: (1) OX08- and recombinant-interleukin 2-receptor-positive cells were numerously increased in rejected grafts. (2) There was an abnormal distribution of R73-positive OX08-positive OX19-negative cells in the sinusoidal area of rejected grafts. These results suggest that R73-positive OX08-positive OX19-negative cells (natural killer cells or T cells?) have a role in the immunologic reaction in the sinusoidal area of rejected liver grafts of rats.